Two years ago, Public Art Saint Paul and the US-China Peoples Friendship
Association invited me and my wife to attend the International Stone Carving
Symposium in St Paul. That was a life long memory. 60 days of full devotion led
to the creation of this sculpture.

It is named “Meditation”. This is what | wanted to express with this art piece: this
is a rich and peaceful land, and it intrigues people’s best wishes and dreams for the
future. | feel fortunate being an artist, because there are no national boundaries
with the language of art. Almost everyone can understand this sculpture. Many
American friends expressed their fondness for this sculpture. | am extremely
delighted that I can share my work with all of you, since it is a witness of my
friendship and connection to Saint Paul and America, and it is a witness of the
friendship among all artists of the world.

Unfortunately not long ago vandalism to the sculpture happened. | am deeply
saddened. This sculpture is as much devotion from Christine and Public Art Saint
Paul as from myself. But | am so glad to know the community is standing against
vandalism and is organizing this love-filled ceremony to restore the sculpture.

| want to thank the community for their enthusiasm, love and selfless devotion.
Members of US-China Peoples Friendship Association--Mary, Linda, Jenny Hsiao,
Weiming Lu, and others have always offered me support and help. | want to say
“Thank you” to everyone for coming today. | am deeply moved. | did not expect
such a thoughtful and soul touching ceremony.

| will forgive those who damaged this sculpture. As you gather in Saint Paul, the
Olympic Games are now being hosted in China, and people of all races are
gathering in Beijing. People are happily celebrating.

| am working on a monument for Martin Luther King. King is a hero, and | am
deeply touched by his spirit. He had taught us “Darkness cannot drive out
darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do
that.”

We are all brothers and sisters...... and we sing the same song about love. Love is
so powerful!

Yixin Lei

2008.8.15
Changsha, China
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